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Regulations for W
orld Cham

pionships and W
orld Cups (Absolute and Under-22) 

 
ART. 1ST There shall be two categories of World Championships: Absolute and Under-22. World Cups shall 

only take place in the Absolute category. 

Absolute World Championships shall take place every FOUR YEARS; Under-22 and World Cups shall 
be spread in three annual phases that will coincide with each of the three years spanning between 
the Absolute World Championships. 

The three annual phases of the Under-22 World Championship shall be a unique cycle, identified with 
the corresponding ordinal number. 

 

ART. 2ND The granting or allocation of the location for a World Championship or Cup shall be agreed by the 
relevant body by simple majority after reviewing the submitted applications from national federations 
keen to organise the event. 

 

ART. 3RD Three months before the relevant international competition is held, the facilities must be finished and 
they must comply with the fronton court technical specifications, pursuant to the FIPV's Game 
Regulations. Exceptional authorisations may be granted in exceptional circumstances. The FIPV 
needs to inform about this to its affiliates once the information from the organising federations has 
been received. 

 

ART. 4TH In Absolute World Championships, only teams that have earned the right through their participation 
in the World Cups may compete, in accordance with the following criteria: 

 
v 4 Countries, 8 teams maximum:    3 countries + 1 team, 1 group of 4 classify 
v Between 5 and 8 Countries:   4 countries, 1 group of 4 classify 
v Between 9 and 12 Countries:   6 countries, 2 groups of 3 classify 
v From 13 Countries or more:   8 countries, 2 groups of 4 classify 

 

If any of the countries with the right to participate refuses to compete, the next qualified one(s) shall 
take their place. 

Any interested country may participate in each modality in World Cups. These will be classifications 
to qualify for the Absolute World Championships and the American Continental Championships. 

Any interested country may participate in each modality in Under-22 World Championships.  

A country may participate in a World Championship or Cup provided they are affiliated to the FIPV, 
they comply with their statutes, they are up to date with any financial obligations towards the FIPV, 
and they have not incurred in any disciplinary sanction. 

Registration from countries in the modalities they wish to participate in shall be done in duplicate, 
through official communication and form, sending one to the organising federation and the other one 
to the FIPV, three months prior to the scheduled competition start date. They should state the 
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estimated number of members of their delegation. Once registered in the competition, team 
withdrawal may result in disciplinary sanction. 

The final player registration shall be made one month prior to the start of the competition.  

Also, each registered national federation shall formalise the medical file of each registered player in 
accordance with the Statutes. 

They should also have medical insurance for sickness and accident, and proof of these must be 
submitted when registering the players. 

The head of team/delegation must sign a document assuming responsibility for the veracity of the 
submitted certificates.  

Not complying with the established deadlines, as well as not filling in the required forms may result 
in the withdrawal of the team from the competition. 

 

ART. 5TH FIPV's registration rights. These shall be established by the Executive Committee, which may be per 
Federation and for each registered player, whether first or reserve team. 

 

ART. 6TH Player registration shall be done individually with specific registration in each modality. 

A player can be registered in two different modalities, without resulting in an impediment in match 
scheduling by the organising federation. 

In Under-22 World Championships and World Cups, registrations shall be formalised in each of the 
annual phases for each modality. Every year, a new independent registration not related to the other 
annual phases shall be made. 

Regardless of the category of the World Championship, player registration in such manner must be 
formalised as soon as possible, or on the day before the beginning of the competition. 

 

ART. 7TH In order for a competition to be held with the official name, both in the World Cups and the Under-
22 World Championships, it needs the participation of at least 4 countries. 

When a modality does not exceed the number of four registered countries, the possibility of 
expanding registration to two countries per country will be opened. 
 

ART. 8TH The organising federation shall pay the FIPV the following fee: 

 
v Absolute World Championship:   €50,000 
v Under-22 F-30 M World Championship:  €8.000 
v Under-22 F-36 M World Championship:  €12,000 (Including Cesta Punta) 
v Under-22 Trinquete World Championship:  €12,000 
v F-30 M World Cup:     €15,000 
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v F-36 M World Cup:     €20,000 
v F-54 M World Cup:     €10,000 
v Trinquete World Cup:     €20,000 
v World Frontball Championship    €10,000 

NOTE: These fees are minimum. When a Country is interested in being the 
headquarters of any of the abovementioned competitions, they may present their 
proposal upwards of the fixed fees. Headquarter proposals must be presented within 
the timeframes established by the FIPV, with all documentation required attached in 
the technical specifications document in due time and appropriately. A minimum 
payment of 50% of the economic proposal must be attached in order for the proposal 
to be considered. 
 

 
 

 

ART. 9TH Official participation of each country shall be limited to one team per modality. The team shall include 
first and reserve players for each of them -one for Singles and two for Doubles-, together with one 
technician per modality, at most. 

Each country's representing group must be led by an officially elected national delegate, with broad 
powers to intervene in anything related to the participation of their country. This delegate cannot be 
a player, whether first or reserve. 

The delegation of each Country is entitled to a doctor and/or physiotherapist, who will form part of 
the delegation for all purposes.  

It is essential to hold the country's nationality to represent it. 

The only document proving a player's nationality is their passport. 

Players that are in the organising country to participate in the Championship or World Cup may not 
act in sports festivals until they finish, always with the authorisation of the corresponding national 
federation and the organising federation. 

 

ART. 10TH Championships and World Cups shall be governed by the General Regulations of the FIPV. 

In case of controversy when interpreting the Regulations, as well as for cases not provided by them, 
the Single Competition Judge shall make the decisions as stated in Article 19 of the Regulations. 

 

ART. 11TH The match referees shall be allocated by the FIPV Delegate from those allocated for the competition. 
They must hold a different nationality from the participating teams. 

 

ART. 12TH The organising national federation has the obligation to provide each modality with the number of 
selected balls, as approved by the Executive Committee or its delegates, as well as its care and 
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preservation, using the budget. Such selection must be done with enough time to enable the possible 
participating countries to train with the chosen material. 

The FIPV shall decide on the amount of material required. 

 

ART. 13TH The pelota uniform shall be the following: Shirts, with a round neck or of the collared type, in the 
colour considered appropriate by each country, and always two of them. (It is recommended that 
the main shirt should be in the colours of the country). Sports footwear can be any colour. Long, 
white trousers for men. Skirt, skorts, Bermuda shorts or a dress that is either white or has the team 
colours for women. 

If there is a colour clash, the away team –or the one appearing in second place on the fixture list–will 
wear another, different colour. 

Advertising may be authorised on shirts, in the manner established by International Federation of 
Basque Pelota and the Organising Committee of the competition and the conditions laid down by it. 

 
Players must not cover their heads with hats, berets or other garments, except for headbands or 
protective goggles. 

 
In the specialities in which a leather ball and tool are used, the wearing of a helmet is obligatory, both 
for back and front players. The helmet will be white, without any inscriptions on it. Coloured helmets 
may be worn provided that all the players from the same team wear them. Advertising may be 
authorised on helmets, in the manner established by International Federation of Basque Pelota and 
the Organising Committee of the competition and the conditions laid down by it. 

 
All the members of the same team must appear on court with the same clothing, either during the 
warm-up, in the course of the match, during the prize-giving ceremony, etc. Both the same model 
and the same colours. This specifies the content of Article 50 of the Rules of the Game and this 
Article. 
 
The International Federation of Basque Pelota may homologate any kind of garment, or not authorise 
any that detract from the competition. 
 

ART. 14TH All travel expenses to the competition in the city established as the headquarters will be covered by 
each delegation (players, delegates, doctors, etc.). 

Each Country participating in the official FIPV calendar must cover all of their board and food 
expenses. 

The organising headquarters will offer different hotels and economic proposals, both for 
accommodation and food.  
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The FIPV will take into consideration and positively assess proposals for headquarters that provide 
offers of accommodation and/or food expenses funded by the headquarters, in full or in part, of 
participating countries. 

Participating countries may lodge in different locations to those offered by the headquarters, but they 
may lose the delegation transport benefits. These delegations will be required to notify the necessary 
parties of this decision, as well as the location chosen for their stay during the competition. 

The Organising Country will cover the costs of local transfers of members of the delegations, the 
international referees and the FIPV Governing Board to the game or act venues. 

This Country will also cover the cost of accommodation and food expenses of the international 
referees, as well as those of the members of the FIPV Governing Board, in accordance with that 
stipulated in the agreement signed by the Organising Country and the FIPV. 

These shall be done for the two days before the start of the competition and one day after the end of 
the competition. Teams from eliminated countries shall leave the competition the day after 
elimination. 

The organising country shall ensure that the delegates, players -first team and reserve team-, 
technicians, medical staff and referees of the duly registered participating countries have valid 
credentials and passes to attend the matches. This also applies to the media, press, radio and 
television professionals, who shall enjoy the best conditions to carry out their job. 

 

ART. 15TH A FIPV delegate shall be present in all World Championship matches. They shall be appointed by the 
Executive Committee. A delegate from the organising country appointed by their federation or the 
Organising Committee must also be present. 

If none of the two appointed delegates can attend due to force majeure, the Organising Committee 
shall cover the absence without prior authorisation from the Executive Committee. 

A doctor, officially appointed by the Organising Committee, has to be present in every match, prior 
agreement of the FIPV's Executive Committee. 

 

ART. 16TH The competition playing courts, which will hold the matches of specialities recognised by the FIPV, 

shall be the following: 

v Fronton court 30m: Frontenis (Mens and Womens) and Paleta Goma (Single Women and 
Men). 

v Fronton court 36m: Mano (Singles and Doubles), Paleta Cuero, Pala Corta and Cesta Punta 
(Single Women and Men). 

v Fronton court 54m: Cesta Punta. 
v Trinquete: Mano (Singles and Doubles), Xare, Paleta Cuero and Paleta Goma (Mens and 

Womens). 

Likewise, the modalities of Fronton 30 and 36 metres may be played in the same facilities when 
necessary and required (lower metal plate on the frontis), and rules for serving, passing and fault 
distances established. 
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ART. 17TH Each country may modify their team at will for each match, provided that they do not use more 
players than in the registration list.  

 
During a match, players can be substituted by previously designated substitutes.  
 
Substitute players must join the match the moment the substitution is requested and under the 
following conditions: 
 

- Substitutions are authorised in doubles matches, with one player maximum each match, 
with the substitution only taking place when the team is in possession of the serve. 

- Substitutions are not authorised for singles matches. 
- Teams may register a maximum of two reserve players per match in doubles specialities, 

who must be present at the time of registration. 
- Designated substitution players that participate in any match will be considered official 

players to all effects. 
- During the warm-up period before a match, substitutions may take place for both singles 

and doubles, by previously designated substitute players. 

In the event of injury, when substitution cannot take place, the match may continue, in the case of 
doubles, with the remaining player. 
 
When substitutions cannot be made or the game cannot continue, in accordance with the previous 
paragraph, and to the effect of the results, it is understood that the opposing team has obtained the 
games and points yet to be played, whilst the retiring team keeps the points won to the point of 
suspension. 
The public must be notified of any modification to the matches announced or suspension. 

 

ART. 18TH Free time outs may be requested, i.e. players do not have to be serving to request them. 

 

ART. 19TH The competition Disciplinary Commission shall be made up by two bodies:: 

Single Competition Judge: The onsite body at the place of the competition, which is the first 
instance to impose sanctions. 

Appeals Committee: The body to file an appeal against a decision made by the Single Competition 
Judge. 

In international competitions there shall be a Single Judge. The judge shall be in charge of making a 
first decision on fouls or infractions during the competitions. The disciplinary single judge and/or the 
Appeals Committee may ratify, extend or modify the sanction as a last resort. 

The Single Judge may be advised by the members deemed as necessary and suitable by them or by 
the FIPV. 
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The decisions adopted by the FIPV's Appeals Commission may only be appealed before the Court 
of Arbitration for Sport in Lausanne, Switzerland, who will issue a final decision on the dispute 
pursuant to the Arbitration Code on sports. The deadline to appeal is 21 days after receiving the 
contested decision. 

In the case of doping sanctions, the World Anti-Doping Code and the dispositions laid down by the 
WADA/AMA shall be adhered to. 

 

ART. 20TH Medals, Trophies and Distinctions: 

A. Medals: 

a. Gold for team players and technicians gaining first place in the competitions of each 
speciality. 

b. Silver for those gaining second place. 

c. Bronze for those gaining third place. 

B. FIPV trophies for: 

a. Competition's WINNING COUNTRY: The federation of the country with the most gold 
medals, applicable in absolute World Championships, in each Under-22 World 
Competition and in each World Cup. 

b. Full cycle's WINNING COUNTRY: The federation of the country with the most gold 
medals during a full cycle, applicable in Under-22 World Championships 

In the event of equal amount of gold medals, the silver medals shall be taken into 
account. If there is still a tie, then the bronze medals, both in annual competitions and at 
the full cycle of Under-22, shall be also considered. 

 

C. FIPV Awards and Distinctions. 

These Awards and Distinctions are a sports, institutional, technical or business 
recognition for all those that have promoted the development Basque pelota. 
Competition results, dedication, effort, cooperation, work and measures leading to its 
acclaim, both in the international and national level, shall be considered 

Awards and Distinctions shall be awarded on an annual basis or, where applicable, on a 
biennial basis. 

The FIPV's President shall be in charge of awarding them, together with the Vice 
Presidents and the head of Institutional Relationships. 

CATEGORIES: 
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Ø Gold and Sparkle Insignia. 
Ø Gold Medal. 
Ø Silver Medal. 
Ø Bronze Medal. 

With the corresponding Insignia and Diploma: 

Ø Gold Plaque. 
Ø Silver Plaque. 
Ø Bronze Plaque. 
Ø Diploma. 

Insignias and Medals shall be awarded to physical persons. Plaques shall be awarded 
to legal persons, and Diplomas to either physical or legal persons. 

The FIPV's Annual Gala for Awards and Distinctions shall usually coincide with a 
competition with enough sports entity. The effective location for the event shall be the 
place that meets the best conditions to be the host of the international competition 
supported by the FIPV. 

In addition to this ordinary procedure, and depending on the observed and arising needs, the FIPV's 
President may award and hand any of these FIPV Awards and Distinctions at any time of the year as 
a personal decision. 

 

ART. 21ST Competition System and formulas for every competition: 

 

A. Absolute World Championships, participants, group tables and competition system. 

• Participants: The final phase shall be played by those Countries that have qualified during 

the World Cups in the previous cycle. 

• Group Tables: The creation of groups shall be done depending on the qualification obtained 

during the World Cup where the team qualified. 

 

o Participants 3 Countries + 1 team or 4 Countries = 4 teams: just 1 group. 

o Participants 6 Countries: 2 groups of 3 teams each. 

o Participants 8 Countries: 2 groups of 4 teams each. 

 

The distribution shall be as follows: 

“A” “B” 
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1st  position 2nd  position 
3rd  position 4th  position 
5th  position 6th  position 
7th  position 8th  position 

  

• Competition System:  

1. Qualifying Phase: Qualifying league in one round. All the registered teams shall 

compete in it. The first and second position in each group will compete in the semi 

finals. The winners shall compete in the final, and the losers will compete for third 
and fourth place. If there is only one group, there shall be a direct final between first 

and second positions of the qualifying league, and to establish the 3rd and 4th position, 

the 3-4 in the classifying league will play it out. 

2. Final Phase: Semi Finals and Final shall be disputed in a single match in the 

following manner: 
o In the case of 2 groups: First group "A" against second group "B", and first 

group "B" against second group "A". The winners shall compete in the final, 

and the losers shall compete for third and fourth position.  
o In the case of only one group: First and second in the group shall compete 

in the final. and the third and fourth for the same position. 

B. Under-22 World Championships and World Cups, participants, group tables and competition 

system. 

• Participants: Any country interested may compete in them. In the Under-22 World 

Championships, classification will be taken into account to assign the leaders of the series in 

the following cycle and their position within the groups. The World Cups will be qualified to 
play in the Absolute World Championship, also used to assign the leaders of series and the 

numeration for positioning within the groups. 

• Group Tables: The creation of groups shall be done depending on the qualification 

obtained during the previous Under-22 World Championship and the World Cup divided in 

groups. 

 

o Participants from 4, 5 countries: 1 single group. 

§ Competition System:  

1. Qualifying Phase: Qualifying league in one round. All the registered 

teams shall compete in it. The winner and the runner-up teams shall 
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directly qualify for the final. The third and fourth shall compete for the 
same positions. 

2. Final Phase: The Final shall be disputed in a single match in the following 

manner:  

First and second in the group shall compete in the final, and the third and 
fourth for the same position. 

 

o Participants from 6-11 countries: 2 groups. 

The distribution shall be as follows: 

“A” “B” 

1st position 2nd position 
3rd position 4th position 
5th position 6th position 
7th position 8th position 
9th position 10th/9th position 

11th 

If 7 - 9 to 11 countries register, country 7, 9 and 11 would compete in group B. 

§ Competition System:  

1. Qualifying Phase: Qualifying league in one round, all the registered 

teams shall play in it. The first and second position in each group to 

compete in semi-finals. The winners shall compete in the final, and the 

losers will compete for third and fourth position. All the necessary 
positions shall be played to qualify for the Absolute World 

Championship. 

In order to qualify for groups with different amount of teams, an 

adjustment shall be applied between the number of played matches and 
scored points.  

2. Final Phase: Semi Finals and Final shall be disputed in a single 

match in the following manner:  
o First group "A" against second group "B" and first group "B" 

against second group "A". The winners shall compete in the 
final, and the losers shall compete for third and fourth position. 

o Participants 12-24 Countries and more: 4 groups. 

The distribution shall be as follows: 

“A” “B” “C” “D” 
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1st position 2nd position 3rd position 4th position 
8th position 7th position 6th position 5th position 
9th position 10th position 11th position 12th position 
16th position 15th position 14th position 13th position 
17th position 18th position 19th position 20th position 
24th position 23th position 22nd position 21st position 

If there are 17, 18, 19 countries registered they shall play in groups D, E and 

B 

§ Competition System:  

1. Qualifying Phase: Qualifying league in one round, all the 

registered teams shall play in it. The first and second position in 

each group qualify to compete in quarter finals. The winners shall 
compete in the semi finals. The winners shall compete in the final. 
The consolation prize shall be disputed by the losers in the quarter 

finals, for positions 5 to 8. The semi finals losers shall compete for 
third and fourth position. All the necessary positions shall be played 
to qualify for the Absolute World Championship. 

In order qualify for groups with different amount of teams, an 
adjustment shall be applied between the number of played 
matches and the scored points. 

2. Final Phase: Quarter Finals, Semi Finals and Final shall be disputed in a 

single match. Paring shall be made through a draw at the end of the 
qualification leagues between the teams holding first and second 

position in the following manner: 

 

Quarter Finals: 

“A” “B” “C” “D” 

First group "A" First group "B" First group "C" First group "D" 

Draw second 
position 

Draw second 
position 

Draw second 
position 

Draw second 
position 

 

The quarter finals winners shall compete in the semi finals. Winner 
"A" against winner "D", and winner "B" against winner "C". The 

winners shall compete in the Final, and the losers will compete for 
third and fourth position. 
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The matches will be played in sets (games), according to that stipulated in the FIPV General 

Game Rules. 

 

NOTE: In cycle 2019-2022, registered Countries shall be placed in the groups according to the 

qualification obtained in the last Absolute and Under-22 championships.  

Countries that did not participate shall be classified in alphabetical order. 
 

C. Match order for each group 

• Group of 3: 

o 2 against 1, 3 rests 

o 1 against 3, 2 rests 

o 2 against 3, 1 rests 

 

• Group of 4: 

o 1 against 4 - 2 against 3 

o 3 against 1 - 4 against 2 

o 1 against 2 - 3 against 4 

 

• Group of 5:  

o 1 against 2 - 3 against 4, 5 rests 

o 1 against 3 - 2 against 5, 4 rests 

o 4 against 2 - 5 against 1, 3 rests 

o 1 against 4 - 3 against 5, 2 rests 

o 2 against 3 - 4 against 5, 1 rests  

 

• Group of 6:  

o 1 against 2 - 3 against 4 - 5 against 6 

o 1 against 3 - 2 against 5 - 4 against 6 

o 4 against 2 - 5 against 1 - 6 against 3 

o 1 against 4 - 3 against 5 - 2 against 6 

o 2 against 3 - 4 against 5 - 6 against 1  
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D. Team Classification System: 

• This classifications shall be used in all competitions organised by the FIPV: 

o Winner of match in 2 or 3 sets shall get 3 points. 

o Loser in 2 or 3 sets shall get 1 point. 
o Default: 0 points. 

 
 

E. Classification: 

• When the different groups are made up of the same amount of teams it shall be as 
follows: 

1. Depending on the number of points scored in the matches. 

2. If there is a tie between several teams, depending on the highest score between 
the involved teams. 

If there is still a tie between two teams, the one that defeated the other shall 
qualify. 

3. If there is a tie between three or more countries, the classification shall be as 
follows: 

a. Depending on the difference in won and lost sets. 

b. Depending on the point difference in the matches played by the involved 
teams. 

c. The team with the lowest age range -taking into account the age average 
of each team's players, provided that they physically participated in the 
competition. 

 

• If the groups are made up with a different amount of teams, the following criteria 
shall be applied in the following order until the tie ends: 

 
1. Best average between scored points and amount of matches.  

(Points/Amount of Matches) 
2. Best average between games (sets) difference and amount of matches.  

(Amount of won games - Amount of lost games) / Amount of matches 
3. Best average between point difference and amount of matches. 

(Amount of won points - Amount of lost points) / Amount of matches. 

4. If the tie persists, classification shall be made in favour of the lowest average 
age of each team's members. 
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During the opening day, only the number of matches considered timely will be selected, provided 
that they are the matches established on the first day. 

In order to keep the highest interest possible in the matches, the order of matches may 
be changes; in order to do this, the FIPV shall agree prior to the competition, at the 
organising federation's request. 

 

F. Withdrawal once participation has started. 

A country that has started competing in a specialty, whether in singles or doubles 
withdrawing from the competition shall lose any points scored during the competition. 

 

ART. 22ND Monetary amounts established for participation in FIPV competitions. 

• For country registration €500, which will be €250 for registration fees and €250 as deposit.  
• €75 for registration per speciality and team.  
• €10 per player registered. 

 


